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later Dushratta's daughter, who, after the pharaoh's death, became the wife of Akhenaten. The implication that the Mitannian king was a smaller person than the Egyptian emperor is obvious. On the other hand the Kassite King of Babylonia was distinctly annoyed by Amen-hetep's refusal to send him an Egyptian princess for a wife; evidently he accounts himself the Egyptian's equal. Dushratta we find fighting and routing the Hittites, and we learn also that he exercised some sort of supremacy over Assyria,
In the reign of Akhenaten, however, the Assyrian Ashur-uballit evidently considered himself on an equality with Dushratta, and was trying to obtain recognition from Egypt as an independent monarch. On the other hand, the Kassite Burraburiash was annoyed at the presumption of Assyria, which, as he tells Akhenaten, was the vassal not of Mitanni but of Babylonia. The Egyptian, however, disregarded his protests, and recognized Ashur-uballit's independence. A falling-off of the Egyptian power is, however, manifest; for Ashur-uballit grumbled because he did not receive such handsome presents of courtesy as his former suzerain of Mitanni, and Burraburiash could politely point out to his brother of Egypt that liberality in the matter of presents was an excellent way of securing friends. In fact, the northern kings were evidently beginning to look upon the treasury of Egypt as a source from which a handsome income might be derived; Burraburiash incidentally emphasizes his own stern refusal to countenance and support a Canaanite revolt, in order to impress upon Akhenaten the advisability of a material recognition of his services.
While Amenhetep III. was reigning, the Hittite dominion was still outside the recognized circle of the Powers; Dushratta soon after his accession in Mitanni had inflicted on the Hittites a defeat which checked their aggressiveness. But the king Shubbiluliuma was breaking into Northern Syria even before Akhenaten's accession, and during that monarch's reign the correspondence includes letters from the Shubbiluliuma. The time was at hand when the Hittites were to make themselves felt among the great Powers, and were to play their part in shaking the foundations of the Egyptian Empire.
For more than a century past there had been intercourse between the islands of the ^Egean Sea and Egypt. The temple decorations of Thothmes III. record the visits of Cretans, and there is ample evidence of the interaction of Egyptian and Minoan influences. But the islanders were still a world apart even more than England was a world apart from Europe in the days of the Heptarchy; there are no letters from Knossos in the Tell el-Amarna correspondence.
- Amenhetep IV., or Akhenaten, the son and successor of Amenhetep III., was a genius, an irresponsible devotee of Ideas, who reigned for seventeen years and died probably before he was thirty. Under wise influences, such a youth might haye been trained into a very greit